Lost Animal Information

Immediately after losing an animal:

· Contact us at 641-753-9046 and file a lost animal report

· If possible bring in a photo of your pet to put with the lost report.  This can greatly assist us in matching up a pet to a lost report.  

· Call your veterinarian’s office and notify them that your pet is lost. 

· Watch for found fliers or ads in the area where your pet was lost.

· Run a lost pet ad in the local paper and put up lost pet fliers.

· Check our shelter weekly for yourself.  If your animal is a mixed breed, rare breed or domestic short hair cat, descriptions may not be sufficient to accurately identify the animal by the staff.  

· If you have any indication that the pet may have been stolen, you should contact the police department and file a report with them.

Searching for a lost pet: 

Many people who find a lost pet erroneously assume the animal has been abandoned, especially if it is not wearing tags.  You need to try and reach the people who are most likely to find your pet!

· Most lost pets are found within a 10-block radius of where they were lost. 

· Saturate this area with fliers.  Fliers should include:

· Photograph

· Description (breed, color, sex, identifying features or markings)

· Date lost

· Area where the pet was lost

· Your phone number

· Offering a reward will encourage people to look for and return your pet to you.  Make it clear to reward seekers that your pet must be returned to you in order to receive the reward.  NO PET=NO REWARD.

Lost Cats: 

If you have lost a cat, he may be hiding nearby in a dark, quiet place.  Search these areas within a two block radius.  

Place the cat’s litter box outside to help it find its way home.  Do not put out food as this may attract unwanted animals that may scare away your cat or cause it harm as it tries to return.  

Your cat may also have been taken in by a well meaning neighbor.  Go door-to-door within a two block radius to search for him.

Don’t Give up Hope
Many animals are returned home to owners within a few days of being lost.  However, it may take several weeks or months to find a lost pet.  This is especially true for cats and animals not wearing identification.

Prevention

· Always keep a collar and current ID tag on your pets.

· Microchipping is a permanent form of identification and is a great way to ensure a lost pet is returned home.  All animals adopted from the ARL of Marshalltown are microchipped.

Found Animal Information
Lost animal myths:

· Many people assume that lost animals have been abandonded.  This is not so.  Most owners are searching for their beloved pets via newspaper ads, reports to the police and animal control agencies, posting fliers in the neighborhood, etc.

· Many people assume that animals that are not wearing ID tags do not have identification.  This is not necessarily true.  Many animals are tattooed or microchipped, both permanent forms of identification.

· Many people also assume that only irresponsible, uncaring owners lose their pets.  This is also not true.  Accidents happen!  Most pets become lost at least once in their lives. 

What to do if you Find a Stray Animal:

· If the animal is wearing ID tags, contact the owner immediately

· If the animal is wearing rabies tags, contact the vet listed on the tag to find out owner information.

· Call us at 641-753-9046 and file a found animal report.

· Many animals not wearing tags may be microchipped.  Local vet offices and the ARL all have scanners to read microchip information.

· Post Found Pet fliers in your neighborhood.  

· If you can not find the owner right away bring the animal to the ARL.  This will give the owner the best chance of being reunited with their pet.
