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Keeping Your Dog Happy!
So, is that precious four legged member of your family creating havoc in your backyard?  Costing you a new lawn or fencing?  Leaving your patio furniture a bit tattered and barking at everything that moves?  If your dog is “acting out” in your backyard, it’s not because Spot is the “bad seed” or a “bad breed”.  Your dog is just trying to tell you that they are lonely, bored or frustrated, or may have a serious case of separation anxiety.  Here a few tips to cope with the problem: 

· Backyards are not babysitters.  Your dog needs lots of love and attention from you.  House train your dog (a very easy process) and provide a safe warm bed inside your house at night.

· If your dog is an ‘only’ dog, and is outside during the day, assuming that he/she is dog friendly, please consider providing him or her with a canine playmate of one of your friends or family.  Your dog will be much happier and entertained with a familiar pal.  

· If your dog cannot be with another dog, but should have yard time, install a pet door for your house-trained friend.  Of course, this should only be used for homes without cats.

· All dogs need love and exercise.  Set aside at least one half hour everyday to take your dog for a walk.  Walking expands your dog’s world and helps him/her socialize around other people and dogs.

· Invest the time to obedience train your dog in a positive, nurturing manner.  Dogs that are trained are happier and feel more secure with guidance.  Not only does it help with the bonding and trust process between the two of you, but it helps with the safety of you, your dog and everyone else around you.

· Always spay or neuter your dog and be sure that all identification is up to date.

· Have your dog examined by the vet annually, and be sure to maintain monthly flea control, heartworm and bathing.

Remember, your dog is a companion, part of your family.  Spot loves you and wants to be with you.  By following the above suggestions, you will have many years with a happy, healthy dog who will be completely devoted to you.  After all, that is why we share our lives with these wonderful animals.

