Important Medical Information About Your Dog
The information listed below is not presented as an alternative to veterinarian advisement.  
Kennel Cough
The parainfluenza and Bordetella vaccines are given to prevent a disease called Kennel Cough.  Although they are very effective, they are far from 100%.  Therefore, it is possible that your new pet may show symptoms of a deep cough and/or runny nose within 7 to 14 days in his/her new home.

Because this disease is highly contagious, it is recommended that your new pet be isolated from any other dogs that may be in your home for 7 to 14 days.  This isolation would include separate food and water dishes, sleeping quarters and if possible air space.

If your new dog does show the symptoms above, it is considered mild as long as he/she has a normal appetite and is playful.  If the cough is deep and persistent and there is nasal discharge, a visit to your veterinarian is recommended.  

Digestive Troubles

Anytime there are major changes in lifestyles for pets, there is a chance for intestinal upsets.  Changes in the environment, diet, daily routine, etc. can cause temporary diarrhea and/or diminished appetite.  These changes usually last no more than 2 to 3 days.  If these symptoms persist beyond this period of time, contact your veterinarian.

Why is it important to vaccinate my dog, what are these shots about??
Vaccinating your dog according to your veterinarian’s recommendations is very important.  There are many diseases that your dog may come in contact with when he/she is in the outside world.  Many of these diseases are fatal to your animal if contracted or not caught quickly enough for treatment.  Vaccines help prevent the diseases from infecting your dog, much like the shots we all received as children to safe guard us from many illnesses.  

Rabies vaccine: 
Rabies is a virus that is transmitted via saliva contact with broken skin or mucous membranes.  This normally occurs via a bite from an infected animal.  All warm blooded animals can get the disease (this includes humans!).  The main carriers of rabies in the Midwest are skunks and bats.  When the virus in contracted, it enters the nerves at the site of the bite.  Because the immune system is not very active within the nervous system, the body is not able to produce antibodies quickly enough to attack the virus and stop the disease. 

Rabies lies dormant in the nerves for a period of time that varies from a few days to months, dependent on the animal.  This is called the incubation period.  If treatment is sought immediately and received during the incubation period, recovery is very likely.  The incubation period in humans averages 60 days.  After the incubation period the virus travels through the nerves to the brain.  This is when symptoms first appear.  Death occurs within a few days of the onset of symptoms.

Rabies affects the nervous system.  Easily identifiable symptoms in animals include unusual behavior.  Wild animals may act aggressive towards inanimate objects or lose their fear of humans and act friendly.  “Foaming at the mouth” may be present during the later stages of the disease, OR not at all.  Foaming is caused by excessive drooling, throat muscle spasms or paralysis, and involuntary jaw movements that turn excessive drool to foam.

The spread of rabies is most effectively controlled by vaccinating domestic animals against disease.  Iowa law requires that domestic animals be current on rabies vaccines and dogs should bear their rabies tag provided by the veterinarian on their collars.  

Parvovirus Vaccine: 

Parvovirus is a viral disease.  It affects puppies much more frequently than it affects adult dogs.  The virus likes to grow in rapidly dividing cells.  The intestinal lining has the biggest concentration of rapidly dividing cells in a puppy’s body.  The virus attacks and kills these cells, causing diarrhea (often bloody), depression and suppression of the white blood cells.  In very young puppies it can infect the heart muscle and cause sudden death.  

Parvo is probably the most common viral illness of dogs at present.  It can be very hard to successfully vaccinate a puppy for this disease because the antibody protection the puppy requires from its mother can interfere with the vaccine.  Many vets recommend vaccinating puppies every 3 to 4 weeks for this virus starting at 6 weeks of age and continuing until they are at least 16 weeks of age.  

Parvo causes dogs to not be able to absorb nutrients or liquids.  Symptoms that can occur are diarrhea, vomiting and lethargy.  Typically they will stop eating and develop a bloody, foul-smelling liquid stool.  Symptoms often begin with a high fever, depression, and loss of appetite.  Secondary symptoms are severe gastrointestinal distress, such as vomiting and bloody diarrhea.  In many cases dehydration, shock and death follow.

There is no cure for Parvo.  Treatment consists of IV or sub-cutaneous fluids and antibiotics.  There is only about a 50% survival rate for animals that contract Parvo.  Dogs who have survived Parvo can get it again, and very quickly.  As it can attack the heart, Parvo can cause congestive heart failure as well, months or even years after recovering from the disease.  

Parvo is carried by dogs, and transmitted by contact with infected fecal matter.  Adult dogs may be infected carriers without showing any signs.  Dogs with the typical diarrhea that parvovirus causes shed the virus as well.  Parvo can last a long time in the environment, as long as 9 months or longer, in favorable conditions.  The most effective agent to kill Parvo on surfaces is chlorine bleach.  Parvo is highly contagious to unvaccinated dogs.  The only way to prevent Parvo is for your dog to be regularly vaccinated against this deadly disease, starting at 6 weeks of age.  Dogs who never leave their own yard can contract Parvo.  This virus can be carried in by other animals and even humans on shoes, tires, etc.  So it is vitally important to protect your dog by vaccinating it as recommended by your veterinarian. 

Coronvirus vaccine: 
Coronavirus is the second leading viral cause of diarrhea in puppies.  Unlike Parvo, Coronavirus is not typically associated with high death rates.  It like Parvo is contracted through fecal matter from infected dogs.  However, unlike Parvo, Coronavirus is easier to kill with detergents and solvent type disinfectants.  

The primary symptom is diarrhea, typically vomiting is not common.  However, there is no way to differentiate between Parvo-induced diarrhea and Coronavirus-induced diarrhea, without a lab test.  The treatment for Coronvirus is to ensure dehydration does not occur.  Water must be force fed or specially prepared fluids can be administered under the skin and/or intravenously.  Vaccines should be given starting at 6 weeks to prevent this disease.

Distemper vaccine:
Distemper is a virus affecting a range of organs including the skin, brain, eyes, intestinal and respiratory tracts.  The virus is transmitted through the air and through body secretions such as urine.  Dogs of any age can be affected, but it is most common in puppies less than 6 months of age and senior dogs.

The most common symptoms are nasal and eye discharge, coughing, diarrhea, vomiting and seizures.  Distemper is serious and can spread rapidly in unvaccinated dogs.  There is no treatment for distemper, fluids may be administered to prevent dehydration or anti-seizure medication for neurological problems.  High death rates are associated with puppies and older dogs.  Even those recovering will most likely have other health issues as a result of the disease.  The only way to protect your dog from this disease is vaccination by your veterinarian. 

